T his is a great little book. It comes under the category of 'white coat pocket book', ie paperback, small and portable. This is no bad thing and lends itself to reference during clinical use rather than as a departmental reference text. It is 184 pages long and the chapters give a good and representative coverage of the title material. I felt that it had a flimsy feel, but after only a couple of weeks of (moderate) abuse it seems robust and no pages are loose.
The approach is one of using clinical scenarios rather than being an echo-based book, eg 'echocardiography in the hypoxaemic patient' or 'echocardiography in the septic patient.' The scenarios include a fair spread of emergencies and I can't see any glaring omissions. However, the section on 'special situations' packs in quite a bit of material, eg trauma and burns, which could legitimately have been expanded. As an intensivist, I found 'echocardiography in the septic patient' inadequate at only three pages, for a condition which kills so many patients and features haemodynamic disturbance so prominently. This should be rectified in future editions and incorporate current thinking and models of septic dysfunction.
There are many descriptions of transoesophageal echo technique and examination sequences available. Although much of it comes down to personal taste, I thought that the approach here was functional, minimalist, and something that could readily be incorporated into an emergency echocardiogram.
It is always debatable what a book like this should include or exclude as 'emergency echo'; it is a variable feast depending on who is doing it in which hospital. As a general intensivist in a non-cardiothoracic centre, I found the aortic emergencies section useful reference, but given the operator-dependent nature of the exam, this is definitely a 'rule in' test for a specialist practitioner. Given the breadth of the intended audience, ie cardiology, intensive care and emergency room doctors and sonographers, its place in the book is justified and readers can use as much as they need or want to. This could also be said of the prosthetic valves and pacing optimisation sections -no harm being here but very specialised areas.
I think a book like this has a lot of value for many reasons. Most classic echocardiography texts consider echo findings. By concentrating on clinical scenarios, this book compliments other books that clinicians may own, allowing learning from both directions. While book learning alone is never adequate to learn echocardiography, the reality is it often forms a large part, and this book allows what can be quite complex concepts, eg mitral valve inflow properties and diastolic dysfunction, to be tackled from another perspective. I felt this section was especially well done (chapter 3).
So, in summary, this is a useful little book containing a deceptive amount of information which is probably best aimed at clinicians with basic skills in echo trying to move forward, or experienced scanners seeking a more clinical bias to balance their learning, eg sonographers.
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